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FURTHER READING:

Re-enchanting the world : feminism and the politics
of the commons / Silvia Federici ; foreword by
Peter Linebaugh

Federici and De Angelis on the
political ecology of the commons
! Melissa Garcia Lamarca

The Tragedy of Private Property
- P2 : The Diggers - A Common
Treasury / Simon Fairlie

Introduction g?e TtWa?“Y of (=]

ructurelessness
the new / Jo Freeman
enclosures

Patterns of Commoning : Notable
Commons around the World / Jannis Kithne

GROWING FORWARD COMMONS:
KURILPA — 250 Boundary St, West End

KANGAROO POINT — Pineapple (Raymond) Park,
Corner of Baines St and Wellington Rd, Kangaroo Point

DUTTON PARK — in Dutton Park, near the dog park,
359 Gladstone Rd, Dutton Park

Growing Forward holds regular general meetings and each of
the Growing Forward associated commons hold regular working
~ bees. Event times and details are on our facebook page
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COMMONS

GROW\NG FORWARD
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USEFUL TERMINOLOGY

Commons are not material goods or assets but communal systems of
property relations.

The public is not the commons. It is a particular kind of private property,
which is owned, managed, controlled, and regulated by and for the state.

Primitive accumulation is the enclosure and privatisation of the land and
consequently the means of production. The process of primitive
accumulation means that people no longer have the means to support
themselves and therefore must work for the owning class allowing the
owning class to exploit and profit from them.

Enclosure is a term used to describe the appropriation of commaon land,
turning it into private property.

The new enclosures: The foundation of all enclosures is the seizure of
land from common people. New enclosures refer to the ongoing
privatisation of all aspects of our lives as a consequence of these original
enclosures. They uproot us from our connection to place and sabotage our
ability to exercise collective power.

Reproduction: In this context reproduction means our ability to recreate
our lives and provide our basic needs like shelter, food, water, etc. In order
to reproduce our lives we need strong social relations so that we can
manage the limited resources available in a collective way. This requires
access to the resources, memory and skills necessary to organise
communal property.

Collective organisation is the ability to problem solve and manage
systems through cooperation, and collective decision making. Collective
organisation helps to create structures and guidelines that prevent chaos
and poor management of resources.
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WHAT ARE THE COMMONS?

Commons are not just the resources belonging to and affecting a
community. They are social relations of cooperation and solidarity
responsible for the sharing of wealth, both natural and produced. The
resource itself is not necessarily a commons but rather the way humans
deal with these resources and with each other creates the commons.

Growing Forward farms as commons:

Growing Forward rebuilds commons on disused public land by establishing
common farms which are collectively managed, maintained and shared by
the community.

The common farms have 3 principles: nobody owns the garden, the food is
free, and mistakes are welcome.

HISTORY OF THE COMMONS

Commons have historically been used to organise people all over the world.
These communal relations and ways of organising persist today as a
fundamental part of managing life throughout Latin America, Africa and
Asia.

Silvia Federici speaks of the commons not as small one off experiments but
as “large-scale social formations that at times were continent wide, like the
networks of commons that in precolonial America stretched from present-
day Chile to Nicaragua and Texas, connected by a vast array of exchanges,
including gift and barter. In Africa, as well, communal land tenure systems
have survived to the present, even in the face of an unprecedented land
grabbing drive’.

In England the commons played a huge part in producing food and
organising communities, with a quarter of total land being held in common
in 1688. Despite centuries of violent enclosures, at the end of the twentieth
century the total territory of land remaining in commons was 3 percent. In
1964 a group of radicals occupied a commaon plot known as St. George’s
Hill in Surrey and they began to grow vegetables. These radicals called
themselves “True Levellers™ and were later more widely known as The
Diggers.



Summary of Silvia Federicis Prnciples
an anhi-capitalist <commons:

1) Commons should be autonomous ~ 2) Anti-hierarchical organisational structures

spaces which aim to overcome divisions are the foundation of healthy commons.

and build the skills necessary for self . | “Commons are defined by the existence of a
governance. In order to create new modes of W, | shared property, in the form of a shared natural or
production that are durable in the long term, social wealth—lands, waters, forests, systems of
commons should foster the tools necessary g 1 knowledge, capacities for care —to be used by all
for specific communities to gain control over 4 | £ commoners, without any distinction, but which are
the means of reproduction. _ not for sale. Equal access to the necessary means

of (re)production must be the foundation of life in
the commons.”
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4) Commons function on the basis of N _ 3) Commons are not things but social relations.

established regulations, stipulating how the ™ Commoning is the willingness to spend much time
common wealth is to be used and cared for, - on cooperation, conflict resolution, discussion and
that is, what the commoners’ entitlements and s, negotiation. As these things are fundamental for
obligations should be. o A, communities to understand their interdependence. 4
# 5) No community, no commons. The conceptof § § 6) Commons consist of social cooperation, e Y
¥ “global commons”is a capitalist ploy to dismiss ™’ reciprocity and shared responsibility for wealth, %
the rights and conditions of local communities in natural and produced. Respect and openness to
the name of increasing capital accumulation for g%  diversity of experiences are central to the
the rich. It must be rejected. 3 foundation of anticapitalist commoning. Solidarity is

built on the principles of cooperation and empathy.

8) Commons are committed to refusing labor ™, r.,

hierarchies and inequalities in every struggle, S

therefore prioritising the development of a 7) Commons should adhere to organising through %
, truly collective subject. direct democracy based on collective decision u

making through assemblies, general meetings etc.
“Grassroots power, power from the ground up, power
derived from tested abilities, and continual rotation of
leadership and authority through different subjects,
depending on the tasks to be performed, is the source
of decision-making. This distinguishes commons from
communism, which consigned power to the state.
Commoning is reclaiming the power of making basic
decisions about our lives and doing so collectively.”

9) The common is not the public. "All these
characteristics differentiate the common from the
public, which is owned, managed, controlled, and
regulated by and for the state, constituting a
particular type of private domain. This is not to say |
that we shouldn’t fight to ensure that the public is 1
not privatised. As an intermediate terrain it is in our |
interest that commercial interests do not engulf the
public, but we should not lose sight of the
distinction. We cannot abandon the state, since it is
the site of the accumulation of the wealth produced
by our past and present labor. Similarly, most of us
still depend on capital for our survival, as most of
us do not have land or other means of subsistence.
But we should work to ensure that we go beyond
the state and capital.
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: from Re-enchanting the World : Feminism and

the Politics of the Commons by Silvia Federici
Chapter 7 : Commons against and beyond

2! Capitalism
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